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Women’s Trials in the 17TH Century
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The story is about a woman in 1674 called Mall Floyd that was among the five people that were convicted of several crimes. The offenders desired the mercy of the Court and wanted to be transported after a thorough legal process. Floyd was convicted of kidnapping children and deceived them to going into foreign lands to start new lives. She has involved in the kidnapping an eight-year-old child by disguising the crowd that she was her mother. She carried the child to St. Giles and insisted that the child’s clothes would have been spoiled in the rain. Unfortunately, she lost the child in the crowds near the St. Giles churchyard where there was a burial ceremony (Old Bailey, 1674). The child unaware where she was, she started crying; consequently, attracting the attention of a stranger who took her to her home. The young child narrated the story to her mother, but she was uncertain of the person who had kidnapped her. 
	The story took a sudden twist of events when the following day the child’s mother accidentally discovered her daughter’s items hanged in a shop at Holbourn. She decided to confront the shop owners and reprimanded them reveal the identity of the woman who had sold the items to them. Floyd was arrested, and after cross-examination, she admitted that she was guilty of the crime. The Justice Department sentenced her to be transported overseas to work in plantations (Old Bailey, 1674). Before the incident, Floyd was a distressed woman that lived in Newgate in a desolate castle. The story is one among the several stories that portray a biased justice system in the 17TH century that discriminated against women. 
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